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Olga Bogdashina has dared to go where few researchers have even considered going before…into the world of sensory processing of autistic individuals, and beyond. In her previous book, Sensory Perceptual Issues in Autism and Asperger Syndrome: Different Sensory Experiences Different Perceptual Worlds, Dr. Bogdashina explored the unconventional concept that how a person experiences sensory input affects how they think and feel about that experience. Those perceptions then impact on attention, memory, concept formations, and imagination. She uses conventional research and autobiographical material written by adults on the autism spectrum to demonstrate just how different sensory processing, through all of the senses (those that perceive the world as well as one’s own body), can be in autistic people. The author goes on to show how perception influences cognitive processing and development. 
In Autism and the Edges of the Known World, Olga Bogdashina moves even beyond simple cognitive processing into the world of linguistics, concept development and beliefs. As a lecturer and researcher in the fields of autism and linguistics, Dr. Bogdashina, again uses standard research and personal accounts of autistic individuals to point out, in great detail, how differently autistic brains experience the world through their senses. With vastly different perceptions, the interpretation of what is experience in the world is bound to be different. Interpretation leads to development of concepts based on the meaning (comprehension) the brain attributed to that input. The author proposes that autistic individuals have an unusual “gating” system, rather than a selective filtering system, that leaves the brain “too open” to input (and being overwhelmed), often resulting in closing of that gate and a subsequent loss of input. This can lead to perceiving input as merely patterns of sensory stimuli and delay the development of concepts about the functionality of what is perceived. Delayed concept development, in turn, influences development of verbal language (use of words to convey the concepts we form). She puts forth the idea that people on the autism spectrum are actually quite sensitive to picking up non-verbal messages, just not the conventional signals that social uses. Verbal language is full of hidden messages, which autistic individuals often miss or misinterpret. This leads to confusion, and even frustration if the verbal messages don’t match the non-verbal signals the hyper-attuned autistic brain is picking up.
Dr. Bagdashina’ book is fascinating, although not easy, reading. It hopefully will open a few minds to the idea of neurodiversity in the way autistic brains function and appreciation for some of the extraordinary abilities that the autistic individual has to offer society (as compared to the limitations the individual has trying to live in a society of non-autistic thinkers). If you can hang in with her line of thinking long enough, you will get to the part of the book where Dr. Bagdashina delves into the ‘extrasensory phenomena’ that are reported in autism. For any professional who works with autistic individuals and researchers in the field of autism this is a must read book! It explains a perspective that, thus far, is pretty much ignored. As an occupational therapist specializing in sensory integration, as well as an adult on the autism spectrum, I feel that Dr. Bagdashina makes a lot of sense. 
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